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worst type. Carlo Bazzi, a freemason and one of the chiefs
of the (fascist) ' National Syndicate of Go-operatives9,
the funds of which were used to subsidize the march on
Rome.
It was to the Quirinal, where in the last instance the fate
of fascism would be settled, that Mussolini devoted his most
serious attention. From the time of his controversy with
the Giornale £ Italia up to his Udine speech he had not
ceased to address his ' advice 3 and threats to the Grown,
in public, so that Rome might know what to expect. He
unhesitatingly applied to the Crown the same policy of
internal disintegration that he had used against the socialists,
the Popolari, the liberals, and the republicans. The king was
too faithful to Giolitti, whom he hoped soon to see in power,
dragging behind his triumphal chariot the pinioned forces
of fascism and socialism, the latter now entirely harmless.
In the middle of October, when he was in Brussels during
the engagement of the crown prince Umberto to princess
Marie-Jose, he told king Albert how optimistic he was
about the Italian situation. Giolitti had the ministry
in his pocket and would form a government immediately
after the reopening of parliament on November 7.
Mussolini, however, had strong support even inside the
royal household.
The king's cousin, the Duke of Aosta, married to a
member of the Orleans family, was ambitious and ready
to favour the plans of Mussolini, who dangled the
hope of a regency before him. The duke as early as
1920 had suggested to the king that he should set up a
regime like that of Horthy in Hungary, that is a ruth-
less anti-working class and anti-socialist dictatorship.
In 1919-1920 he had applauded the Fiume enterprise.
Now he thought he was near his goal, for d'Annunzio, the
freemasons of Piazza del Gesu., and some of the fascists,
including Mussolini, had all considered him as a possible
candidate for the throne, in case King Victor Emmanuel
refused to accept the new situation. In any event Mussolini
allowed the most alarming rumours to circulate. The duke
was only an instrument to him, a pawn in his game, though
an extremely valuable one.

